
Continuing the upward trend begun last year, production in the major U. S. 
fisheries made encouraging increases during the first six months of 1944 as com- 
pared'with 1943, although catches 02 a few important species are iagging behind 
last year's figures, the Gqfice of the Coordinator of Fisheries reported today. 

)i survey of production just completed by the Coordinator*s Office shows that 
alt%ough landings of California pilchards, Pacific mackerel, and shrimp are smaller 
than last year, these losses ar:: more than counterbalanced by increases in the 
production of California tuna, landings at h'e;u England ports, an3 the pack of 
i3aine sardines, 

Since the first six months nc:rmal.ly accouct for or:ly a fourth 01 the year's 

l total 1Zridiil~Sp the fishin,? il"A;rls'tr~ still has amg:le time to incfxase ths present 
load over 19L.3 ;roc?uction, . 
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In the Glllf area, sl~imy ~::d o;;sters declined while crabs made important 
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afresh fish came into New Yorkrs wholesaie markets in scmewilat greater quan- 
rLi';;.y titan last year, totaling 126,.&7,132 ;?ounis compared xi-tl: U-3,578,899. Gn 
t,he other hand, in Chicago, ;;:cst i&JL?rt&nt inkn?i market I"oi- i'i.s+h, r?ceiptS de- 
clined frcy, 39,‘735,CjOC poun& l.tx-i; ymr to 33,(?1.5,OSC, The scarcity of shrimp 
ant! the late opening: of the halii?ut season WXY probably important reasons for the 
cecliilc , for these two products ncrnal.ly outrank all others in volume of sales in 
chiczp. . 

XXX 

2 


